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An Eye on the Cl14 o

~The Central Intelligence Agency, P‘i?eaidenl;-gi' S
' Eennedy commented in & televised interview Mon- E

£

day evening, “coordinates its eforts with the State 3
Department and the Defense Dejartment.” He &
wag speaking of the CIA's role in Viet Nam about &
which he declined to go into detail, R S
_ The principle involved is so obviously pruper'g.'
that one might wonder why Mr. Kennedy even. i
bothered to enunciate it. But the truth is that
the CIA's coordination with other branches of.
the government is not always as apparent as his:
words suggent.
Two weeks ago, Sen. Wayne Morss, D-Ore.,
tald the Senate It was diffleult to speak on the
- floor of the chamber “on what the CIA polley -
really was, because senators cannot find out.” !
He went on: :
_“As & member of the Foreign Relations Com- *
mittee I cannot tel] the Senate-—nor can any
other member of the committe--what the facts
are-about the CIA policy in South Viet Nam or
anywhere else in the world. . . . ;
“Congress has permitted CIA to continue to }
exercise what appears, in faect, to amount to R}
police power in a democracy. , . . There I8 no Jus- -+
lification for glving any agency of government— i
CIA or any othep—unchecked power.” ¥
The complaint 8 not new. Long before the +
U2 flights over Russis ended in the capture of §
Pitot Franeis (. Powers, or the itl-planned inva- %
sion of Cuba came to its inglorious denouement, } -
voices have héen ralsed in dismay over the super-
secrecy snrrounding the agency's operations. As ¥ R
early as 1956, Sen, Mike Manafield, D-Mont,, was ' PR
demanding that a joint committee be establizhed k,, o

ir make continuing studies of the CTA. Congress' "

.~ has been strangely reluctant to act, ‘ I
The CIA Act of 1949 specificaly exempts thdp:
agency from the provisions of any law requiring
" publication or disclosure of the “organization, }
functions, names, official tities, salaries or numd
bers of personnel employes,” While this kind of }*
freedom from public scrutiny gives the CIA both
its strengths and itg occasionally observable weak- [~
nesses, it should not Inhibit the congressional§.
right of aupervision, i 8

Admittedly, any disclosure of gome of the
CIA's cloak-and-dngger activities could be a dam-]
aging blow to the nation's best interests. But
there are congressional committees on other ans
nects of foreign affairs,. defense matters and.
atomic cnergy which possess knowledge on under-
takings just as secret as CTA projects. Ia there
any reason why there should not be a joint com-~,
mittee, pattcrned after the one which has dealtf:
with atomic energy matters for sa long, and giveny:*
authority to keep close watch on the CTA ? \

The nation would have to trust its members i
to guard with their very lves the secrets theyf:
were given. Now, that same sort of trust is re- "N
posed in the appointed heads of the vast intel- 1. * y
esmponcksul onRblanser200 AR 1A RDPT5-00143R000500340016-6
rpondible legislatnrs elected by the yesplo..
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